Percutaneous transhepatic drainage and insertion of an endoprosthesis for obstructive jaundice.
As a consequence of the good results with percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography using the Chiba needle, a similar technique was employed for percutaneous transhepatic drainage and insertion of a percutaneous transhepatic endoprostheses. Herein we have described the technique and results of percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography with the Chiba needle in 45 patients and of combined percutaneous transhepatic drainage and insertion of an endoprosthesis in a consecutive group of 69 patients with obstructive jaundice. In the latter group, 50 patients had a malignant lesion. Of these, 38 were subject to continuous drainage, 14 externally and 24 with an endoprosthesis. The percutaneous transhepatic drainage and insertion of an endoprosthesis procedure brings a new dimension to preoperative decompression of the bile ducts and palliative treatment of obstructive jaundice in high-risk patients.